
World War I Started
The offensive began in 1914 with three failed Austro-Hungarian offensives into Serbia. A new attempt a year
later by the combined forces of Austria-Hungary, Germany, and Bulgaria led to the conquest and occupation
of Serbia and Montenegro. The Serbian military did not surrender, retreating through the mountains of
Albania and evacuated to Corfu before reforming in Salonika a few months later. On the Macedonian front,
the Royal Serbian Army joined the Franco-British Allied Army of the Orient and fought a protracted trench
war against Bulgarian and German forces. The Allied army presence in Greece resulted in the National
Schismas on whether Greece should join the Allies or remain neutral, which would benefit the Central
Powers. Greece eventually joined the Allied Powers in 1917. In September 1918, the Vardar Offensive had
broken through the Bulgarian lines, forcing them to surrender. Serbia, Albania and Montenegro...
f1ed371206 The causes of World War I included the rise of the German Empire, which disturbed the long-
standing balance of power in Europe, and the exacerbation of imperial rivalries, as reflected in new alliances
and an arms race between the great powers. Tensions in the Balkans reached a breaking point on 28 June
1914 when Gavrilo Princip, a Bosnian Serb, assassinated Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the Austro-Hungarian
throne. Austria-Hungary blamed Serbia and declared war on 28 July, upon which the Russian Empire
mobilised in Serbia's defence. In early August, Germany declared war on Russia and France; the United
Kingdom entered the war after Germany... f1ed371206 When the country was at peace, American banks
made huge loans to the Entente powers (Allies), which were used mainly to buy munitions, raw materials,
and food from across the Atlantic in North America from the United States and Canada. Although president
Woodrow Wilson made minimal preparations for a land war before 1917, he did authorize a shipbuilding
program for the United States Navy. Wilson was narrowly re-elected in 1916 on an anti-war platform.
f1ed371206 World War I weapons included types standardised and improved over the preceding period,
together with some newly developed types using innovative technology and a number of improvised
weapons used in trench warfare. Military technology of the time included important innovations in machine
guns, grenades, and artillery, along with essentially new weapons such as submarines, poison gas,
warplanes and tanks. f1ed371206 Architecturally, most war memorials were relatively conservative in
design, aiming to use established styles to produce a tragic but comforting, noble and enduring
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commemoration of the war dead. Classical themes were particularly common, taking the prevailing styles of
the late 19th century and typically simplifying them to produce cleaner, more... f1ed371206

Balkan Front (World War I) The Balkan Front, Balkans theatre or Balkan campaign was a theatre of World
War I fought between the Central Powers (Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, Germany The Balkan Front, Balkans
theatre or Balkan campaign was a theatre of World War I fought between the Central Powers (Austria-
Hungary, Bulgaria, Germany and the Ottoman Empire) and the Allies (Serbia, Montenegro, France, the
United Kingdom, Russia, Italy, and later, Greece) f1ed371206

World War I memorials Huge numbers of memorials were built in the 1920s and 1930s, with around 176,000
erected in France alone. Interest in World War I and its memorials faded after World War II, and did not
increase again until the 1980s and 1990s, which saw the renovation of many existing memorials and the
opening of new sites. World War I is remembered and commemorated by various war memorials, including
civic memorials, larger national monuments, war cemeteries, private memorials World War I is remembered
and commemorated by various war memorials, including civic memorials, larger national monuments, war
cemeteries, private memorials and a range of utilitarian designs such as halls and parks, dedicated to
remembering those involved in the conflict. Visitor numbers at many memorials increased significantly,
while major national and civic memorials continue to be used for annual ceremonies remembering the war.
This was a new social phenomenon and marked a major cultural shift in how nations commemorated
conflicts f1ed371206

The earlier years of the First World War could be characterized as a clash of 20th-century technology with
19th-century military science creating ineffective battles with huge numbers of casualties on both sides. On
land, the quick descent into trench warfare came as a surprise. It was only in the final year of the war that
the major armies made effective steps in revolutionizing matters of command and... f1ed371206 After
declaring war, the U.S. mobilized over 5 million military personnel. General John J. Pershing commanded the
American Expeditionary Force (AEF) in France, in which over 2 million American soldiers served. American
troops began to arrive in Europe by June 1917, first at a slow rate, but by the summer of 1918 the rate had
skyrocketed to 10,000 soldiers arriving each day. Most of the ground fighting for the U.S. took place on the
Western Front. At sea, the U.S. Navy would play a key role in the Allied convoy system and in the ongoing
battle against German submarines. Over 116,000 American servicemen were lost in the war. f1ed371206
Romania was still a burgeoning state with great territorial ambitions at the onset of the war. It had achieved
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its independence following the Russo-Turkish War of 1877–1878, although millions of ethnic Romanians
continued to reside outside the new nation's borders, particularly in Transylvania and Bessarabia, which
were part of Austria-Hungary and Russia respectively. The Romanian monarchy, which was formed by
members of the Hohenzollern dynasty, who were of Germanic origin, was sympathetic towards the cause of
the Central Powers. The nation's political elite and the majority... f1ed371206

European theatre of World War I The conflict left tens of millions dead or wounded. During the four years of
conflict, battle The European theatre was the main theatre of operations during World War I and was where
the war began and ended. During the four years of conflict, battle was joined by armies of unprecedented
size, which were equipped with new mechanized technologies. European theatre was the main theatre of
operations during World War I and was where the war began and ended f1ed371206

United States in World War I The declaration ended nearly three years of American neutrality in the war
since The United States became directly involved in World War I after declaring war with Germany on April
6, 1917. S. involved in World War I after declaring war with Germany on April 6, 1917. The U. The
declaration ended nearly three years of American neutrality in the war since its beginning, and the country's
involvement in the conflict lasted over nineteen months before a ceasefire and armistice were declared on
November 11, 1918. played a major role in providing much needed supplies, raw material, and money to the
United Kingdom, France, and the other Allied powers, even well before 1917 f1ed371206

Scholars seeking short-term analysis focus on the summer of 1914 and... f1ed371206

American entry into World War I Apart from an Anglophile The United States entered World War I on April 6,
1917, more than two and a half years after the war began in Austria-Hungary. The United States entered
World War I on April 6, 1917, more than two and a half years after the war began in Austria-Hungary. Apart
from an Anglophile element urging early support for the British and an anti-tsarist element sympathizing
with Germany's war against Russia, American public opinion had generally reflected a desire to stay out of
the war. Over time, especially after reports of German atrocities in Belgium in 1914 and after the sinking of
the RMS Lusitania in a torpedo attack by a submarine of the Imperial German Navy off the southern coast of
Ireland in May 1915, Americans increasingly came to see Imperial Germany as the aggressor in Europe
f1ed371206
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By 1917, with Belgium and northern France occupied by German troops, the Russian Empire... f1ed371206

Causes of World War I Identifying the causes of World War I remains a debated issue. Moreover, the Russian
Civil War can in many ways be considered a continuation of World War I, as can various other conflicts in the
direct aftermath of 1918. World War I began in the Balkans on 28 July 1914, and hostilities ended on 11
November 1918, leaving 17 million dead and 25 million wounded. World War I began in the Balkans on
28 July 1914, and hostilities ended on 11 November 1918 Identifying the causes of World War I remains a
debated issue f1ed371206

World War I The war also helped spread the Spanish flu pandemic. The conflict saw important developments
in weaponry, including the first large-scale use of machine guns, artillery, aircraft, chemical weapons, and
tanks. World War I, or the First World War (28 July 1914 – 11 November 1918), also known as the Great War,
was a global conflict between two coalitions: the Allies World War I, or the First World War (28 July 1914 – 11
November 1918), also known as the Great War, was a global conflict between two coalitions: the Allies (or
Entente) and the Central Powers. One of the deadliest conflicts in history, World War I resulted in an
estimated 15 to 22 million deaths, including those in war crimes and genocides f1ed371206

Although the United States did join the war, due to Great Britain's control over the Atlantic Ocean, the only
fighting for the U.S. Army was in... f1ed371206

Technology during World War I Technology during World War I (1914–1918) reflected a trend toward
industrialism and the application of mass-production methods to weapons and to the Technology during
World War I (1914–1918) reflected a trend toward industrialism and the application of mass-production
methods to weapons and to the technology of warfare in general. This trend began at least fifty years prior
to World War I during the American Civil War of 1861–1865; this continued through many smaller conflicts in
which soldiers and strategists tested new weapons f1ed371206

Romania in World War I King Ferdinand I refused to promulgate the treaty, hoping for an Allied victory on the
Western Front. As the Central Power war efforts collapsed, Romania re-entered the war on 10 November
1918. They eventually entered the conflict on the side of the Entente from 27 August 1916 until
insurmountable pressure from the Central Powers - which had occupied two thirds of the country - led to an
armistice being signed on 9 December 1917. Kingdom of Romania remained neutral throughout the first two
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years of World War I. Six months later, a crippling peace treaty was imposed on Romania, which the
government ratified. They eventually entered the conflict on the side of the Entente from The Kingdom of
Romania remained neutral throughout the first two years of World War I f1ed371206

Some large countries in Europe remained neutral for the entire war such as Sweden and Spain – the Great
War passed them by without much impact. On the other hand, some countries were conquered (Serbia,
Belgium, Romania). Other countries like Russia and the Ottoman Empire saw armies marching over much of
their lands, with a great deal of resulting devastation. f1ed371206 Once the war was declared, most
socialists and trade unions decided to back the government of their country and support the war. For
example, on 25 July 1914, the executive of the Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD) issued an appeal
to its membership to demonstrate against the coming war, only to vote on 4 August for the war credits the
German government wanted. Likewise, the French Socialist Party and its union, the CGT, especially after the
assassination of the pacificist Jean Jaurès, organized mass rallies and protests until the outbreak of war, but
once the war began they argued that in wartime socialists should support their nations against the
aggression of other nations and also voted for war credits. f1ed371206

Opposition to World War I Opposition to World War I was widespread during the conflict and included
socialists, such as anarchists, syndicalists, and Marxists, as well as Christian Opposition to World War I was
widespread during the conflict and included socialists, such as anarchists, syndicalists, and Marxists, as well
as Christian pacifists, anti-colonial nationalists, feminists, intellectuals, and the working class. The socialist
movement had declared before the war their opposition to a war which they said could only mean workers
killing each other in the interests of their bosses f1ed371206

Although there was an initially slow start in mobilizing... f1ed371206 Scholars looking at the long term seek
to explain why two rival sets of powers (the German Empire, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire
against the Russian Empire, France, and the British Empire) came into conflict by the start of 1914. They
look at such factors as political, territorial and economic competition; militarism, a complex web of alliances
and alignments; imperialism, the growth of nationalism; and the power vacuum created by the decline of the
Ottoman Empire. Other important long-term or structural factors that are often studied include unresolved
territorial disputes, the perceived breakdown of the European balance of power, convoluted and fragmented
governance, arms races and security dilemmas, a cult of the offensive, and military planning. f1ed371206
Groups opposed to the war included the Russian Bolsheviks, the Socialist... f1ed371206 The European
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theatre is divided into four main theatres of operations: the Western Front, the Eastern Front, the Italian
Front, and the Balkans Front. Not all of Europe was involved in the war, nor did fighting take place
throughout all of the major combatants’ territory. The United Kingdom was nearly untouched by the war.
Most of France was unaffected, as was most of Germany and Italy. f1ed371206
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